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TABLE 38-4 Indications and Contraindications for the Use of Antthypertensive Drugs
Class of Drug Indications Contraindications
Diuretics Hearl failure Gout
Advanced age
Systolic hypertension
Beta blockers Angina or previous myacardial infarction Asthma or chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
Heart failure Heart block
Tachyarrhythmias
Migraine
Alpha blockers Prostatic hypertrophy Incipient heart failure
Calcium channel blockers Advanced age Heart block {verapamil, diltiazem)

Systolic hypertension
Cyclosporine-induced hypertension

ACE inhibitors Heart failure or left ventricular dysfunction Pregnancy
Previous myocardial infarction Bilateral renal artery stenosis
Hyperkalemia
Diabetic or other nephropathy or proteinuria
Angiotensin receptor blockers ACE inhibitor-associated cough Pregnancy
Diabetic or other nephropathy Bilateral renal artery stenosis
Congestive heart failure Hyperkalemia

ACE = angiotensin-converting enzyme,
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